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S ample text 

rvt* < *? ■ rm t mm- 1 «,« * tn^* » tin***!**' > 
AiiA ■ in** i trimi ■ rflAm*? • r/n t >•■* Mft «tvifv 

r* < XUAriF ' A?& 1 1*<1A i *»* i mac * *m A I **?* i *m « 
m i Ait i Af i -r^f *r*v i r *n* « xuA-Tr « ?*•■ * r* 
<W- ■ xua-* i rc+ « <ia** ■ X/^c • <**>?* * ••at » *r a* « 

aaaa « /a*^> i •«• t *;» i «tc « m**»* « ik » m 
&4t i mzm*p i atm* > hr^Ah*- « imi* « yr^r « n*»* • *)£ » 
m/uA^-7 « r? « r/a « >•* * n*Ar > ins < <u& ■ n-r^+r « 
mr> i MP*** ■■ <:i* « /a*-i « •■Jtjtc • athmi « tiw 
*7 • w*? i <w* ■ w^- ■ AflfV A « ^7V+ i At ' At ' 
ft* » tlTJWTf « OAJE, « A44 i f IK » +hA i xcWPfo • 
A1*CX* i /**A » TT ■ f fflW- 1 M« ■ rc£C£> •HlA-T i 
n^kOH ■ +flA^¥ > AAA** « 0-MMA- *> 

Transcription 

yagtru wanna mdgdb yfchonow tef bam£tu ktmmimm^rrdtow 
s£bl hullu kfigammas y^ bfillfctowan y^yaze now. leloc wan- 
na wannawocu ahloc sande, g*bs, agga,' y&bahr masaUa, 
ztngada, dagussa lela layyu layyu tsratsrewocanna y&qabat 
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ahlocam naccow. y&qabat ahloc mart balltfut assar am&tat 
wast arnmast gize ataf ye?£mm«r£ bem^honu y^'ityopyan 
y^wacc nagd k£mmiyas~saslut m£ng£doc andfnnaw andc 
hone yattammtnal. leslassa yallowan woyna d£ga madar 
ydmmiwoddow bunna ageritu woddwacc l*nagd kemmattalakow 
habt amsa b£m£to agg y^mmiyahl awan waga y^yaz^ now. 
baltm gebeya lay b£taratum bihon biwagawam r^gexi yal- 
lowan wsdadder^bdmfggtnzcb y£bunnawan aynatanna b2- 
zat yazota lemassasal mtngast layyu layyu tar£t kemadrf- 
gum b£lay ^sefaffi ydbunna Ukl arsawocan l£mad£rg£t yaq- 
daU tat y£stnkora agedanna yefarafare tdkloc bdqollaw 
qfbflewoc bsssffiw yatttkkelallu* 

Translation 

Tef, which is the country's staple food f accounts 
for more than half of the annual crop. The other most 
important grains are wheat, barley, maize, sorgo and milo; 
different other grain and oil cultures are cultivated too. 
Over the past ten years the harvests of oil cultures in- 
creased 5- fold; it is considered that this was one of the 
factors improving the state of Ethiopia's foreign trade. 

The coffee cultivated in the favourable zone of Woyna- 
degaiOl amounts in value to about 50 per cent of the 
country's export earnings. The government, taking into 
account the competition on the world market regarding 
prices and quality, is sparing no efforts to improve the 
grades of coffee and increase output. The government 
also plans to set up vast coffee plantations. In the Kolla 
zone102 - cotton, sugar cane and orchard plants are widely 
cultivated. 

Vocabulary and Notes on the Text* 

H 
hullu 'every', 'each'; k£...hullu 'from each', 
habt 'wealth 1 . 
hon& 'to be'. 

L 

l£ the preposition f for f ; the conjunction f in order to' • 
lislassa 'soft 1 , 'tender', 'even 1 ; 'favourable 1 . 
lak£ 'to send 1 , 'to ship' ydmmattalak(ow) 

•sending 1 (present- future participle in the 3rd person, 

fern., sing.). 
Ida 'another'; leloc (pi.), 
layyu 'special'; layyu l»yyu 'different', 'various'. 

M 
m, (a)m the copulative conjunction 'also 1 ; m...m -'and... 

and 1 , 
mehon 'to be 1 — the inf. of the verb hone 'he became'. 

* TTie words are placed in Amharic alphabetic order. 
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mtrrttt 'to gather 1 ; ycmmimmcrrat 'gathered 1 (part., pas- 
sive of the present- future tense, 3rd person, masc., 
sing.). 

mtto 'one hundred 1 . 

m&nged 'way 1 , 'road 1 ; mtngddoc (pU). 

mtngast 'government 1 . 

m£gg<snzcb the inf. of the verb t£g£n£zz*b£. 'to take into 
account; b^mcggcnzfcb 'taking into account' (the com- 
bination of the prep. b£- with the inf. can be used 
in the function of adverbial participle). 

masalla ! a kind of sorgo; yibahr masalla 'maize 1 . 

madrfig the inf. of the verb ad&rr«gf 'to do 1 . 

mad£rg£t the inf. of the verb ad*rigg£'to organise 1 , 'to 
create'. 

mart 'harvesting'. 

madar 'earth'. 

mageb 'food', 'nutrition product'. 

S 
s£bl 'crop 1 . 
s£ faffi 'vast'. 

seffi 'broad'; b£s£ffiw 'broadly' (adverb), 
sdnde 'wheat'. 

Q 

q£b£le 'district', 'zone'; q£b£lewoc (pi.), 
qabat 'fatness'; here: 'oil- yielding plant'. 
qolla 'kolla'— a zone of the Abyssinian plateau situated 
up to 1700 metres above sea level. 

B 

b£ the preposition 'in'; b£...w^st 'during', b£....lay 'on', 

b£...r£g£d 'in relation to' (the combination of preposi- 
tion with postpositions). 

b£ll£t£_ 'to exceed'; ydbfiU^towan (Accus, Case) 'exceed- 
ing'. 

b£lay the postposition 'above', 'besides'. 

bunna 'coffee'. 

bihon 'and also'; 'or 1 . 

bahr 'sea'. 

bazat 'quantity'. 

T 

t a form of the definite article. 

Ut£kktl£ *to plant', 'to be planted (concerning vegetation)'; 
ye>tt£kkelallu 'being planted' (pr.- fut. tense, 3rd person, 
PU). 

t£kl 'plant'. 

t£g£ntzztbt 'to take into account', 'to take into considera- 
tion'. 

N 
now the 3rd person, masc, pi., of the link-verb 'to be'. 
nna, (^)nna the conjunction 'and'. 
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._J:(c)ow the 3rd person, pi., of the link-verb 'to be'. 
nat»d 'trade'; ytwacc n<?gd 'foreign trade 1 . 



nacl 



allt Ho be had 1 ; yallow 'being had'; lgslassa yallowfcn 

(Accus. Case) 'being favourable 1 . 
allele 'to pass by'; ball6fut...amttat 'in the past year. 
al£m 'the world 1 . 
amm*ne Ho believe'; tammtnf (the passive form of the 

verb); ydttammdnal 'believe' (3rd person, pi.), 'believe . 
(present- fut. tense, 3rd pers., pi., sing.). 
ammast 'five'. 
amsa 'fifty'. 

am £ t 'year'; amt-tat (Ethiopian pi.). 

assar 'ten*. rf v v v 

assasalt Ho improve'; k^mmiyassaslut m£ngtdoc andennaw 

'(one) the first way of improvement', 
aqqddt Ho plan'; yaqdal 'plan' (pr.- fut. tense, 3rd person, 

masc, sing.). 
and&nna 'the first'. 

akk6l£ Ho equal', Ho be equal'; y<smmiyahlow 'being equall- 
ing' (participle, pr.-fut. tense, 3rd person, masc.sing.). 
aynit 'kind', 'grade 1 , 
addrregf. Ho do'. 

adir^gie Ho increase'; Ho create'. 
agtr 'country'. 

ag&da; yis£nkora agtda 'sugar-cane', 
alga a kind of hard wheat. v 

anal 'a grain'; ahloc (pU); y €,<:,£> bat ahloc 'oil-yielding 

plants'. „ - / ^ 

arsa 'field', 'plantation'; arsawoc (pi.). 
ande. the conjunction 'what'. 

a gg 'hand'; amsa b<5m£to 3gg 'fifty per cent'. 
S>taf 'double'; 'increased 1 . 

ityopy.^ Ethiopia. 

itu *a form of the indefinite article (tern.). 

u a form of the definite article. 

K 
k& the preposition 'form'; ke...b*lay 'besides', 'over' 
(combination of preposition with postposition). 

W 
w a form of the definite article. 
woyn, d£ga "Woyna- dega'- an area on the Abyssinian 

plateau placed 1700 to 2400 metres above sea level. 
wodt a preposition indicating direction (Ho'), 
woddede Ho love'; y^mmiwoddow 'loving' (pr. participle, 

3rd person, masc, sing.). 
wanna 'main'; wannawocu 'the main' (pi. with the definite 

article). . 

waga 'cost*, 'price'; bewagaw...r£g£d 'regarding the price. 
w<?st the postposition 'in', ■inside'. 
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w^d*ddar 'competition'. 



zfingada a kind of sorgo. 

Y 
yd l) a prefix of possession serving to express the 

meanings of the Gen. Case; yagtru magab ! the food 

of the country 1 ; 

2) a prefix serving to form past participles: ytbel- 

ltte'exceeding' (b*ll£te. Ho exceed 1 ). 
y^mm a prefix serving to form participles of the present- 
future tense: yemmimmtrrft 'gathered* (t«£m<£rr£t£_ Ho 

gather 1 , "to be gathered'). 
yazt Ho take'; gnwn r yazt Ho make up half; waga 

yaz* *to make up the value 1 . 
y^zota 'situation', •state 1 . 



dagussa , millet , 

G 

gtbs 'barley'. 

gtbey- 'r^rKet'; balem g€btya lay 'on the world market'. 

gize 'time'; here: 'once 1 . 

gammas 'half. 

T 
t»r£t •effort*. 

tar iit •quality'; b*.t»ratu r£g£d 'regarding quality 1 , 
t^ratare 'grain'; taraUrewoc (pi. in the meaning of "grain 

cultures"). 
t»t 'cotton'. 



c«mm&r«. Ho be added 1 . 

F 
fare 'fruit'; fdrafsre 'fruits'; yifdrafare ttkloc* 'orchard 
cultures 1 . 
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